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 THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD MARCH 14, 2022 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER 

705 W. UNION STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA            
      

CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor Konrad called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.       
    

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were: Mayor Joe A. Konrad, Vice Mayor Larry Dempster, Councilmembers: Pat Boyle,              
Toney D. King Sr., Nick Maldonado, Barbara Nunn, and Cindy Tapia.  Deputy City Clerk Denise Tapia 
stated a quorum was established. 

 
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:   
 

Mayor Konrad recognized Deborah Ray for fifteen years of service with the City of Benson.  Mayor 
Konrad then recognized Paul Moncada for his many years of service with the City of Benson and 
congratulated him on his retirement.                                                                 
                                                                                        

PROCLAMATION:  None   

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS ONLY:  Communications and comments 
from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be 
heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) 
minutes unless this time is adjusted in the discretion of the Mayor or Council. 
 

Mayor Konrad announced no one had signed up to speak on agenda-related topics. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS REPORT:   
 

City Manager Vicki Vivian addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Monday, March 21, 2022      – City Council Worksession, 6:00 p.m., Benson Community Center 
 
Tuesday, March 29, 2022  –   Historic Preservation Commission, 11:00 a.m., Benson Community                         

  Center  
  
Monday, April 11, 2022      – City Council Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Benson Community Center 

also, at this meeting there will be the first Public Hearing for the 
Community Development Block Grant Fund  

 
Saturday, March 19, 2022   –   Benson Clean & Beautiful presents Classic Cars off Main, at Lion’s Park, 
        8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Food Vendors & Live Music by Dave Owens Band. 
        For more information contact Cindy at 520-631-5507   

 
Saturday, March 19, 2022     – Free Music Concert at the San Pedro Golf Course – Gates Open at          

2:00 p.m.  Free Admission!  The Cole Trains, Panic Station, and Lucky 
J's. Show starts at 3:30 pm. No outside food or beverages will be 
permitted. Be sure to like and follow our page 
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www.facebook.com/bensonaz so you don't miss out on news and 
updates! 

 
Saturday, March 26, 2022    – Opening Day for the San Pedro Little League at Lions Park                                                     

420 N. Adams St., Benson, AZ.  Parade is scheduled at 8:00 a.m. 
 

Free Embry Health Covid testing at the Community Center continues through May 17th, drive-through 
hours are 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
 
Mayor Konrad added the Benson High School Cheer team received two first-place State Championships. 

       
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda 

 
1a. Minutes of the February 14, 2022 Regular Meeting   
1b. Resolution 5-2022 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, designating the Chief 

Fiscal Officer for officially submitting the Fiscal Year 2022 Expenditure Limitation Report to the 
Arizona Auditor General   

1c. Invoices processed for the period from February 1, 2022 through February 28, 2022 

Councilmember Maldonado moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Tapia.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 

2.    Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 6-2022 of the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, recommending approval of the issuance of a Series 10 (beer and wine store) 
Liquor License at Unlit Vapor Shoppe LLC, 600 W. 4th Street, Benson, Arizona  
 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated the Unlit Vapor Shoppe LLC, located at 600 W. 4th Street, Benson, 
Arizona, has applied for a Series 10 (beer and wine) liquor license application.  Procedures have been 
followed according to ARS §4-201, with no written arguments in favor of or opposed to the issuance of 
the license being received.  Ms. Vivian then stated Staff is now at the step where the “governing body of 
the City or Town shall then enter an order recommending approval or disapproval within sixty days after 
filing of the application”.  Ms. Vivian then stated once Council makes a recommendation, the City Clerk 
will forward the proper documents to the Arizona Department of Liquor Licenses & Control. 

Mayor Konrad moved to approve Resolution 6-2022 a Series 10 beer and wine license to the Unlit Vapor 
Shoppe.  Seconded by Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 

3.  Discussion and possible direction to Staff regarding the presentation on the Cochise County 
Tourism and Economic Council (CCTEC) and the subsequent renewal of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement   

City Manager Vicki Vivian stated the City is currently part of an Intergovernmental Agreement with the 
County and 5 of the 7 incorporated cities in Cochise County.  The purpose of the agreement is to promote 
regional tourism and to reaffirm the mission of the Cochise County Tourism & Economic Council 
(CCTEC), formerly the Cochise County Tourism Steering Committee, which was formed to replace the 
Cochise County Tourism Council. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/bensonaz
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Ms. Vivian then stated the agreement is about to automatically renew for its final one-year period on July 
1. She explained should Council choose to not renew the agreement, a 60-day notice is required, adding 
the City has two more periods to renew and it is in the 2nd renewal out of the 3rd renewal period.  
 
Ms. Vivian then stated she asked Kate Cox, the CCTEC Marketing Coordinator, to address Council giving 
information on the CCTEC and noted Ms. Cox would be discussing the CCTEC’s marketing efforts to 
include advertising, Familiarization “Fam” Tours for travel writers and tour operators, among other 
things. 
 
Ms. Vivian then stated after Ms. Cox’s presentation, she could answer questions  Council may have, and 
should there be any need for follow-up questions or more information the Council requests, the item can 
be brought back at the April Council meeting.    
 
Ms. Cox started by explaining that the Cochise County Tourism and Economic Council is overseen by 
the Cochise County and Economic Council Steering Committee which includes members from Cochise 
County, Benson, Bisbee, Douglas, Sierra Vista, and Willcox, adding the communities are bound by 
geography and a common vision to enhance the regional tourism and economic development and to 
encourage people to visit and potentially move to Cochise County.  Ms. Cox mentioned that Tombstone 
did opt out of the IGA (Intergovernmental Agreement), but they are still including the community in the 
marketing opportunities.  
 
Ms. Cox spoke about her 18 years of experience in marketing, communications, public relations, sales, 
data collection, and writing also adding she represents 5 of the 7 major communities in Arizona through 
the CCTEC all in 19.5 hours every week.  
 
Ms. Cox next explained the CCTEC provides marketing efforts to promote Cochise County which 
includes print and digital media, online radio, streaming television, social media, e-newsletters, 
conferences and tradeshows, sponsorships, and familiarity (FAM) tours/travel writers.  Ms. Cox stated 
each community is unique which is why the different cities are stronger together adding the four marketing 
pillars are outdoor adventures, birding and wildlife watching, wine and cuisine, and culture and history.   
 
Ms. Cox stated that the CCTEC has featured Benson in a multitude of advertisements which include travel 
writer itineraries and write-ups, social media posts, write-ups for the Arizona Office of Tourism, and 
more.  Mrs. Cox went on to show examples of the information that was posted.   
 
Ms. Cox spoke and gave an example of the ExploreCochise.com page that features the City of Benson.   
She stated Benson has a vast variety of attractions from the prehistoric to the present noting at the bottom 
of the page there is a blurb about what Benson has to offer and tidbits that the community may not know 
about.  
 
Ms. Cox stated the CCTEC promotes what they do because they participate in multiple research reports 
and tourism trends, noting the CCTEC partnered with Northern Arizona University and the Arizona Office 
of Tourism to do a study that was started 3 years ago before the pandemic hit, so it was not completed. 
 
Ms. Cox stated NEAR Data consists of cell phone data tracked and collected from the 20 points of interest 
throughout the country adding the Arizona Office of Tourism (AOT) Reports provide data on lodging 
performance and National and State Park Visitation.  
 
Ms. Cox then stated the last study that CCTEC worked on with NAU and AOT  three years ago was 
supposed to be a full-year study and could not be completed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   As a result, 
it was named a Winter-Visitor study because of the timeframe in which it was completed, adding Benson 
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did such a great job getting study reports completed and it gave them good information on the winter 
visitors. 
 
Ms. Cox then stated there has been a huge market change since the Pandemic and the CCTEC now has to 
look at different data.  She pointed out that some of the data that has come forth is millennials travel more 
than any other generation spending $180 billion on travel every year, and the best way to market to them 
is via their smartphones, noting they touch their phones at least 45 times a day. 
 
Ms. Cox then stated she wanted to share some of the NEAR Data which is the name of a company.  She 
stated the origin age brackets show the under 18-year-olds age group is very large because the visitors 
have kids, so what this data says is there is a potential for lots of families.  She stated the data also shows 
there is potential for baby boomers which means the CCTEC can promote to all sorts of print and online 
media.  Ms. Cox then stated Benson is the first stop in Cochise County and 70.78% of the tourists that 
come to Cochise County stay overnight. 
 
Ms. Cox then stated the Benson Visitor Center ranks #5 and Kartchner Caverns ranks #4 out of 20 points 
of interest in Cochise County, proving Benson is the first stop.  Ms. Cox added the average length of time 
spent at the Benson Visitor Center is 24 minutes and Kartchner Caverns is 140 minutes. 
 
Ms. Cox then stated the Outdoor Adventurers wanted to come to Cochise County for the rural atmosphere 
and there was not enough lodging for the demand of visitors in 2020.  
 
Ms. Cox showed examples of the advertising that has been done such as the Arizona Coyotes – print 
advertising, Red Hot Groups – Eblast for tour operators, Texas Monthly – digital advertising, Visit 
Phoenix Travel Guide – print ads, along with the ROVA Magazine (a Premier RV Magazine), and the 
Arizona Highways Facebook post. 
 
Ms. Cox went on to describe a FAM tour is short for familiarization tours and the purpose is to get travel 
writers and tour operators familiar with the area as it provides the County with free advertising through 
the travel writers’ magazines, newspapers, blogs, and social media.  Ms. Cox stated she puts together 
itineraries based on what writers are looking for when managing FAM tours explaining FAM tours allow 
them to be on their own and not be babysat.  Ms. Cox stated she made a virtual FAM tour when the 
pandemic hit that featured 13 segments from the Coronado National Memorial to Kartchner Caverns plus 
some local experts on adventure and history which can be viewed on the Explore Cochise YouTube 
channel. 
 
Ms. Cox next touched upon the AOT visit Arizona Initiative Grant process.  She explained the Arizona 
Office of Tourism put together a panel using a rubric to determine how much money the AOT would 
receive if any.  The AOT received 65% of the asking amount; the pre-award status was awarded for half 
of the Vendor 1 scope of work and all the Vendor 2 scope of work, and they are officially considered 
awarded.  Ms. Cox explained that Vendor 1 is in-state (Phoenix and Tucson) and out-of-state will focus 
on Chicago, Dallas, and Los Angeles, noting the video production services will be included. Vendor 2 
projects are themed promotional initiatives like birding and bicycling that will focus on every aspect of 
the Cochise County Communities.  
 
Ms. Cox then asked how the City of Benson can help and suggested following and sharing posts from 
Facebook – ExploreCochise, Instagram – ExploreCochise, Twitter – Explore_Cochise, and YouTube – 
Explore Cochise, by using CCTEC hashtags on social media posts including #roamCochise, 
#ExploreCochise, and #MyCochiseAdventure.  Ms. Cox recommended making certain local restaurants 
are on the lodging/dining platform and sharing information and photos of local attractions as well as 
sharing the attractions map at the local businesses. 
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Mayor Konrad asked how the information is received by the CCTEC when there are new attractions such 
as the Mescal Movie Set, noting they are gaining traffic and are trying to restore it to promote movie 
history. Ms. Cox stated she tries to use her connections, but when the City has information that may not 
be represented it can be sent to her directly along with contact information.  Mayor Konrad pointed out 
there is a lot of focus on biking and hiking and asked if there is a focus on motorcycling Ms. Cox stated 
the CCTEC is working on 4 new pages to include a motorcycling page.  
 
Councilmember King asked how much the City pays CCTEC with Ms. Vivian stating $15,000.  
Councilmember King then stated the grant was awarded for 65% calculating the amount to be $150,000 
to $160,000. Ms. Cox confirmed it was about $159,000.  Councilmember King asked if each City has to 
add an additional 20% with Ms. Cox stating it is included, noting she took away some of her advertising 
funds for both this and next year and the monies will come from the CCTEC budget.  Councilmember 
King then asked if the City paid portion would increase with Ms. Cox stating it would not.  
Councilmember King then directed his commenting to Tourism Supervisor Bob Nilson stating he knows 
the Visitor Center has been working with the CCTEC for a while with Mr. Nilson stating there hasn’t 
been a lot of communication with them.   Councilmember King then directed a question to Ms. Cox asking 
if she could communicate more with the Visitor Center because it is important, and they can express more 
with Ms. Cox agreeing.  Councilmember King then expressed his appreciation. 
 
Councilmember Nunn stated there was one restaurant that was mentioned and that was the Horseshoe 
Café.  She added there is also a gem of a Mexican restaurant that has been on Trip Advisor with Ms. Cox 
asking was it Mi Casa restaurant, expressing she loves it too.  Councilmember Nunn stated there is no 
comparison to the quality of the food at the Horseshoe. Ms. Cox explained the reason the Horseshoe is 
mentioned is due to the location’s history and because it has been many different businesses in the past, 
not to mention it is haunted.  
 
Mayor Konrad then asked about the structure of the CCTEC, stating he noticed the City Managers were 
brought in to be on the advisory committee instead of the tourism people. He stated he believes there is a 
missing link without having the tourism people involved and suggested they consider bringing the tourism 
people back to help with the program.  Ms. Cox stated she would highly encourage them to come to the 
meetings, pointing out the meetings are open, and having their voices would be great.  Mayor Konrad 
then added he had nothing against the City Managers being on the committee, but they’re doing an 
executive-level job, and this is a specific area in which the tourism people have more expertise.  Ms. Cox 
stated she agrees, but it is important to remember the overall aspect of the CCTEC and working in 
coordination; the things Mr. Nilson does are important to work in coordination with him and not compete 
against him.   Mayor Konrad stated that was his point; if the tourism people coordinated with each other 
it just saves a layer of politics to get the work done with Ms. Cox agreeing with Mayor Konrad.  
 
Vice Mayor Dempster asked again if the amount the City pays was $15,000 with Ms. Vivian confirming.  
Vice Mayor Dempster stated he did not know if his memory was right, but in the past, there was some 
concern about participation with the CCTEC and the Visitor Center. Mr. Nilson interjected and stated in 
the past it was $10,000 for each community adding he is good with whatever Ms. Vivian wants to do. 
Vice Mayor Dempster stated he was good with what Mr. Nilson wanted to do, then asked if there was 
more cooperation and input with the CCTEC committee to represent Benson. Mr. Nilson stated there has 
not been a lot of communication.   Vice Mayor Dempster stated the Council looks to Mr. Nilson as the 
tourism guide and the Visitor Center has been given quite a bit of money, but if $15,000 would be better 
spent by giving the Visitor Center more money, the Council should consider where the City would get the 
most bang for their buck.  Mr. Nilson suggested that perhaps there could be a worksession to show Council 
what the Visitor Center does. Mr. Nilson added social media has become a huge part of advertising and 
the Visitor Center has to adjust to the way things have changed, although there is still a lot of print 
advertising, and the target is the 65 and older crowd.   Mr. Nilson stated he asked Tourism Clerk Kathy 
Lara to reach out to the local RV parks to see if they have Facebook pages and only 2 of the RV Parks 
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had a Facebook page, adding the Baby Boomers have smartphones but only use them to keep in touch 
with their grandkids.  Vice Mayor Dempster stated the issue for him is where the City would get the most 
bang for their buck, asking if it would be by giving the Visitor Center $15,000 more or by giving it to the 
CCTEC. Mr. Nilson stated he is very cheap, and he does not spend money unless it is worthwhile.   Mr. 
Nilson invited the Council to sit with him and Staff to go over what they do at the Visitor Center. he noted 
each community is different and not one thing fits all: Benson has RVers, Bisbee has artists, Sierra Vista 
has military, Douglas has the Mexico connection, and Willcox has wineries and agriculture.  He stated it 
is hard to have one group represent all of the different communities adding he believes the Visitor Center 
does pretty well with the budget for what it does.  Ms. Cox stated something to consider when paying the 
$15,000 is the City of Benson will have access to a $320,00 budget.  
 
Councilmember King stated he agrees with Mr. Nilson and would like to have a worksession and would 
not mind including Ms. Cox. He then added being ahead of a company, the City should not have to go to 
the CCTEC; they should contact the City and it bothered him that the CCTEC has not gone to the Visitor 
Center. Councilmember King stated it is irresponsible.  He then stated if you are doing a job for him they 
should be going to him and reiterated they should have a worksession and put it all out there, but ultimately 
it would be up to Council.  Ms. Vivian stated she does attend the meetings with Ms. Cox and they give 
information out at the meetings, so it could be that she neglects to pass the information on to Mr. Nilson.  
She noted the meetings are held quarterly at the County and they have been meeting via Zoom since the 
pandemic.  Ms. Vivian spoke with Mr. Nilson last week and told him she would be forwarding all the 
stats and data to him.  Ms. Vivian then spoke about the agreement automatically renewing and added any 
negotiations would have to be put in a new IGA.  Councilmember King stated he appreciated Ms. Vivian’s 
comments, but if the City is paying the CCTEC, Ms. Cox should go to the Visitor Center and speak to 
them.  Ms. Vivian stated she bears some responsibility in that as well. Councilmember King stated some 
of the responsibility should be on Ms. Cox as well.  Mayor Konrad stated it is an interesting twist from 
the great job Councilmember King stated Ms. Cox was doing to being irresponsible, with Councilmember 
King stating it was not right for the Mayor to say that and then told Mayor Konrad he would hold him 
accountable, adding Ms. Cox is doing a great job, but it is irresponsible not to talk to the Visitor Center if 
the City is paying her $15,000.  Mayor Konrad interjected and stated he wanted to move forward with the 
meeting.  
 
Mayor Konrad asked Ms. Vivian if more information could be extracted from a worksession. Ms. Vivian 
stated the discussion could include what the CCTEC did in the past and the information could be passed 
along to Council via a memo without having a worksession, but that would be up to Council.  Mayor 
Konrad stated a worksession is scheduled for the following week, but Council needs to act before April 
30th. Ms. Vivian stated action needed to be taken prior to May 1st, adding something that can also be 
scheduled in April.  Mayor Konrad asked Ms. Vivian to come up with information and Council would 
figure it out from there.  Ms. Cox thanked the Mayor and Council. 
 

4.  Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 7-2022 of the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, authorizing Bob Nilson as the City’s Tourism Supervisor to execute an 
Intergovernmental Agreement with the Arizona Office of Tourism concerning the Visit Arizona 
Initiative Marketing Grant Agreement   
 
Tourism Supervisor Bob Nilson stated he has been working closely with Tombstone and since the 
pandemic and people have been jumping in their cars and getting out and going to places like Benson.  
Mr. Nilson stated about 2 years ago they designated Highway 80 as historical. He noted the highway 
opened on November 11, 1926 and was the first all-weather highway that went from ocean-to-ocean t 
connecting Tybee Island, Georgia to San Diego, and it happened to come through Douglas, Bisbee, 
Tombstone, Benson, and Vail.  Highway 80 in Cochise County is still in the original spots.   
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Mr. Nilson stated John Donahue and himself wanted to make a map, so they formed a 501C3 nonprofit 
and mirrored the map that Cochise County uses which is a trifold, folded in half. He noted they would be 
printing one hundred thousand of them.  Mr. Nilson contacted David Whitten with Certified Folder which 
will be distributing them all over Arizona, Phoenix, Tucson, Yuma, and Flagstaff.  Mr. Nilson also stated 
it will be a goodwill gesture for Bisbee and Douglas which are not in good shape financially.  Mr. Nilson 
stated the grant will be for $28,000 with a 10% match and he received the full amount that he requested. 
Mr. Nilson stated people love history and those who go into the Visitor Center want to know the history 
of the area. He added he has been doing talks for different groups all over the county about historical 
items and is averaging about one every other month.  Mr. Nilson stated the brochures will be distributed 
at the motels and RV parks and when people see them they will want to get out of town and come to 
Benson for the history. 
 
Mayor Konrad asked if $28,000 was for the printing of the brochure.  Mr. Nilson stated the printing is 
$10,000 and almost $10,000 is for the distribution for the year and there will also be a half-page ad in the 
American Road Magazine which is nationwide in each quarter: spring, summer, fall, and winter issues.  
Mayor Konrad asked if the grant was done with Mr. Nilson answered it is.  Mayor Konrad stated the 
agenda item is to execute the IGA, with Mr. Nielson stating that is correct.   

 
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve Resolution 7-2022.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  Mayor 
Konrad interjected and asked Councilmember Boyle to specify that Bob Nilson could execute the 
agreement.  Councilmember Boyle amended his motion to include the approval of Resolution 7-2022 and 
authorizing Bob Nilson to sign the agreement.   Amended motion was seconded by Councilmember King.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 

5.  Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 8-2022 of the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, authorizing the Mayor to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement with the 
Southeastern Arizona Government Organization to assist Benson in conducting a route efficiency 
study for the Benson Area Transit System 

 
Public Works Director Brad Hamilton stated the City would like to move forward with the route efficiency 
study adding with the current price of gas it makes a lot of sense and it will be 80% funded by the 5311 
grant. 

 
Councilmember King moved to approve Resolution 8-2022.  Mayor Konrad asked if Councilmember 
King could specify by adding the authorization of the Mayor to execute the IGA with SEAGO.  
Councilmember King amended his motion to include the approval of Resolution 8-2022 and to authorize 
the Mayor to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with Southeastern Arizona Government 
Organization to assist Benson in conducting a route efficiency study for the Benson Area Transit System.    
Seconded by Councilmember Tapia.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
6.  Discussion and possible action regarding the Adoption of the Benson Area Transit Program Civil 

Rights Policies (Title VI) 

Public Works Director Brad Hamilton stated this is a housekeeping item it is required by the grant Council 
has adopted it in the past this is just an update.  
 
Mayor Konrad moved to adopt the Benson Area Transit Civil Rights Policies.  Seconded by 
Councilmember King.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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7.  Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 9-2022 of the Mayor and Council, of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, authorizing the Fire Chief to execute a Cooperative Fire Rate Agreement with 
the Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management 

Fire Chief Keith Spangler stated the agreement has been in place since 2012, noting it is a 2-year 
agreement that allows the Benson Fire Department to invoice the State when there is a fire out of Benson 
City limits such as brushfires. The only aspect that changed this year is it has to be filled out electronically.  

Councilmember Nunn asked if the Benson Fire Department gets more money now than it did in 2012. 
Chief Spangler stated it would depend on the call, how long the truck is there, and which truck goes out. 
Councilmember Nunn stated she was thinking more along the lines of the fuel with Chief Spangler stating 
it is all included in the parameters.  

Mayor Konrad asked Chief Spangler if he knew what the outlook of the fire season would be for this year, 
with Chief Spangler stating it looks pretty tough.  

Councilmember Tapia moved to approve Resolution 9-2022 Authorizing the Fire Chief to Execute the 
Cooperative Agreement.  Seconded by Councilmember Nunn.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 

8.  Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 10-2022 of the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, designating the Election Date and Purpose of the Election, designating the 
Deadline for Voter Registration, and designating the place and the last date for Candidates to file 
Nomination Papers 

City Manager Vicki Vivian stated this item is being brought to Council to Call the Election, and to inform 
the public of the 2022 City Election details.   
 
Important dates to note are as follows: 
 
   March 5, 2022     Candidates begin filing 
   April 4, 2022     Candidate forms due by 5:00 p.m. 
   April 15, 2022          Campaign Finance report due 
   June 23, 2022     Write-in Candidates forms due by 5:00 p.m.                                     
   July 5, 2022              Voter Registration closes for Primary Election 
   August 2, 2022    Primary Election Day 
        August 22, 2022    Council deadline to canvass votes 
   September 29, 2022  Write-in Candidates forms due by 5:00 p.m. 
   October 11, 2022   Voter Registration closes for General Election 
   November 8, 2022   General Election Day 
       November 28, 2022  Council deadline to canvass votes 
 
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve Resolution 10-2022.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  
Motion passed 7-0. 
 

9.  Discussion and possible action regarding authorization of Armstrong Consulting Inc. under the City 
of Benson On-call Engineering Contract to conduct Design and Construction Services for the 
Benson Municipal Airport for the crack seal, fog seal, re-marking of the taxiway, taxilanes, apron 
pavements and replacement of the PAPIs (Precision Approach Path Indicators) and authorizing 
Brad Hamilton as the City Engineer to execute 

Public Works Director Brad Hamilton stated this is the next project in line for the Benson Municipal 
Airport Grant. 
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Mayor Konrad stated it is nice to have the participation of the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT).  Mr. Hamilton added for years the Federal Government paid 91% and the City and ADOT would 
split the 4.7% now with some of the CARES Act monies they paid 100% for Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) projects.  Mr. Hamilton stated he is not sure what the percentages will go back to; 
he has not heard a solid number yet, but traditionally ADOT has always split the difference with the City.  
 
Mayor Konrad made a motion to authorize Brad Hamilton as the City’s Engineer to execute the contract 
with Armstrong Consulting for Design and Construction Services for the crack seal, fog seal, re-marking 
of the taxiway, taxilanes, apron pavements and replacement of the PAPIs.  Seconded by Vice Mayor 
Dempster.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – NON-AGENDA-RELATED COMMENTS:  Communications and comments 
from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be 
heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) 
minutes unless this time is adjusted at the discretion of the Mayor or Council.  
    

Bruce Staggs, a resident of St. David, stated he wanted to inform everyone there will be a motivational 
speaker on Saturday, April 23rd at 2:00 p.m. at the Benson High School Gym. It is a Community Women’s 
Event and is free to all women.   Mr. Staggs also stated the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is 
doing a nondomination countywide service project and are trying to come up with any ideas not only to 
benefit Benson, but the County and any ideas would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Mayor Konrad stated any suggestions would be passed along to the City Manager.   
 
Elton Bowman and Pam Masters, founders of Brighten the Path. Mr. Bowman stated they started an 
organization in Benson called Brighten the Path consisting of volunteers from the community.  Mr. 
Bowman stated he would like to thank Vicki Vivian, Mandy Konrad, and Michelle Johnson for helping 
put together the latest event.  He stated the objective this year is continuous cleaning throughout the year 
instead of one or two a year.  Mr. Bowmen then stated it is called “Adopt a Spot” explaining they are 
asking people to pick a spot they are familiar with that needs help and commit themselves to keeping that 
certain area clean, adding Arizona G & T Cooperative made a map so they can put a pin to flag who is 
taking care of that spot on the legend which will identify who it is.  Mr. Bowman then stated they will 
still be doing a city-wide sweep two times a year adding the next one will be the day before Easter, and it 
will be an Easter “trash hunt” instead of an Easter egg hunt.  Mr. Bowmen then stated flyers are being 
distributed all over town the one thing he forgot to put on it was to please dispose of the flyer properly.  
Mr. Bowmen then stated he would like to invite everyone to join them for this clean-up; it has turned into 
a social affair, and he is also working with the Chamber of Commerce to advertise in their newsletters.  
Ms. Masters stated it is a campaign of everyone working together and if everyone does a little bit it will 
be handled.   

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Councilmember Boyle moved to adjourn at 8:28 p.m.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Dempster.  Motion passed 
7-0.  

____________________________ 
                               Joe A. Konrad, Mayor 
 ATTEST: 
  ____________________________   
Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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